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RADIO WAR DRAMA
CREATES A PANIC

Osstinusd From Page Oune

“They’'re Bombing New Jersay!”
Patrolman John Morrison was on
duty at the switchboard in the
Bronx Police Heaadgquartars when,
as he aftarward expresssed it, all
the lines became busy at once.
Among the first who answered was
a man who informed him:
*They're bombing New Jorsay!™
“How do you know?'’ Patrolman
Morrison ingquired.

*I beard it on the radlo,” the
voice &t the other end of the wirs
replied. ‘“Then I went to the roof
and I could see the smoke from the
bombs, drifting over towerd New
York. What shall I do?”

Ths patrolman ealmed the caller
as well as he could, then answered
other {nquiries from persons who
wanted to know whether the re-
ports of a bombardment wers true,
and {f so whers they should take
vefugs.

At Brooklyn pclics hesdquarters,
eight men ussigned to the monitor
switchboard estimated that thay
had answered more than 300 in-
quiries {rom parsons who had been
alarmmed by the broadeast. A nulu-
ber of thes=, the police seid, came
{rom motorists who had heard the
program over their car radios and
waere alarmed both for themselves
and for npersons st their homes.
Also, the Brooklyn polics reporied.
& preponderance of the calls
seemed to come from women,

The Natlonal Broadcasting Com-
pany reported that men stationed
st the WIZ transmitting station at
Bound Broock, N. J., had received
dozens of calls from residents of
that area. The tranamitting sta-
tion communicated with New York
and passed the information that
there was no cause for slarm to
the persons who inquired later,

Meanwhile the New York tele
phone operators of the company
found their switchboarda swamped
with incormning demands for infor-
mation, although the NBC system
had no part in the program,

Record Westchester Callg

The State, county, parkway and
local police in Westchester County
were swamped also with calls from
terrified residents. Of the local
poniice departments, Mount Vernon,
Whits Plains, Mount Kisco, Yonk-
ers and Tarrytown received most
of the inquiries., At first the au-
thorities thought they were beinpg
made the Vvictims of u practical
joke, but when the calls persisted
and increased in volume they be-
gsn to make fnquiries. Ths New

ork Telephons Company reportad
that it had never handled s0 many
calls in one hour in years in West-
chester.

One man called the Mount Vernon
Police Headquarters to find aut
‘‘swhere the forty policemen were

killed'": another sajd hie brother
was {ll in bed listening to the
broadcast and when he hesrd

the reports he got intec an automo-
bile and “‘disappeared.” "I'm near-
ly crazy!” the caller exclaimed.

Bocause somie of the Inmatag took
the catastrophic reports sericusly
as they came over the radio, some
of the hospitals and the county
penitentinry ordered that ths rsdios
be turned off,

Thousands of calls eame In to
Nawark Police Hesdquarters. Thase
were not onlv from the terror-
stricken. Hundreds of physicians
and nurses, believing the reports to
be true, called to volunteer their
services to afd the “injured.” City
ofticisls &lso called In to make
“‘emergency’’ arrangements for the
population. Radio cars were stopped
:1{ ths panicky throughout that

e

Jersey City police beadquarters
received similar calls. One woman
asked Detective Timothy Grooty,
on duty thers, *‘Shall I close my
windows?" A rpan asked, “Have
the police any extra gas masks?”
Many of the callers, on being as-
sured the reports were fiction,
queried again and again, uncertain
in whom to believe.

Scores of persons In lower New-
ark Avenue, Jersey City, Jeft their
homes and stood fearfully fn the
street, looking with apprehension
toward the sky. A radio car was
@lapatched thers to reassure them,

The incident at Hedden Terrace
and Hawthorne Avenue, in Newark,
one of the most dramatic in the
area, caused a tie-up in traffic for
blocks around. ‘The more than
twenty families there apparently
believed the ‘'‘gas attack’ had
started, and soc reported to the
police, An gmbulance, three radio
cary and a police emergency squad

of eight men were sant to the scena
writh full inhalator apparstus.

They found the families with wet
cloths on faces contorted with hys-
teria. The police calmed them, halt-
od those who were attempting to
move thelr furniturs on their ocars
and after e time werse able to clear
the traffic snar).

At Bt. Michae!'s Hospital, High
8trest and Central Avenus, {n the
heart of the Newark industrial &is
trict, fifteen men and women ware
treated for shock and aysteria. In
sO0me cases it waa necsssary to give
sedatives, and nurses and physicians
sat down and talked with the more
ssriously affected.

While this wes going on, three
personz with childran under treat-
ment in the institution telephoned
that they were taking them nut and
leaving the c¢ity, but their fears
wers calmed when hospital authori-
ties sxplained what had happened.

A flickering of electric lights in
Berget County from about 8:15 to
8:30 last evening provided a bylld-
up for the terror that was to snsus
when the radic broandaast started.

Without going out entirely, the
lights dimmed and brightened alter-
ne.aly radiv reception was also
nﬂ:ct‘old Tha Public Service 0&1
an ectric Company was mysti-
fied by the bebavior of the lights,
declaring thers waa nothing wrong
st their power plants or in thaeir
distributing system. A spokesman
for the service department maid a
call was made to Newark and the
same situation was reported. He
belleved, he said, that the condition
was general throughout the State.

The New Jersey Ball Telephons
Comparny reported that avery oen-
tral office in the Stats was flooded

with cells for more than an hour
and the company did not have time
to summon emergsncy operators to
relisve the congestion. t hit
was the Trenton toll office, which
handled ocalls from all over the
East.

One of the radio reports, the
statament about the mobilisation of
7,000 national guardsmen in New
Jersey, caused the armories of the
Sussex and Emsex troops to be
swemped with calls from officers
and men aeeking information about
the mobilization place.

Prayers for Deliverance

In Caldwsell, N. J.. an excited
parishloner ren into the First Bap-
tist Church during evening services
and shouted that a meteor had
fallen, showering death and de
struction, and that North Jersey
was tHreatensd. The Rev. Thomas
Thomas, the pastor quieted the
congregation and all prayed for de-
liverance from the ‘'catastrophe.’

East Orange polica headquarters
received more than 200 calls from
persons who wantsd to know what
to do to escape the ‘‘gus.”” Una-
wars of the broadcast, the switch.
board operator tried to tslephone
Newark, but was unable to get the
call through becauss the switch-
board at Newark headguarters was
tied up. The mystery was not
cleared up until a tsletype explana-
tion had been recalved from Tran-
ton.

More than 100 calls were received
st Maplewood police hesdquarters
and during the excitoment two
families of motorists, residents of

New York City, arrived at tha sta-
tion to inguirs how they Wars to
get back to their homes now that
the Pulaski Ekyway" had besn blown
up.
The women and children were
crying and it took some time for
the police to eonvince them that
the catastrophe way fictitious. Many
persons who called Maplewood said

their neighbors were packing their-

possessicns snd preparing to leave
for the country,

In Orange, N. J., an unidentified
man rushed into the lobby of tha
Lido Theatre, a neighborhood mo-
tion picture house, with the inten-
tion of ‘'‘warning’”’ the audiencs
that a meteor had fallen on Ray-
mond Boulevard, Newsrk, and was
spreading poisonous gases. Skepti-
cal, Al Hochberg, manager of the
theatre, prevented the man from
entering the auditonum of the
theatre and then called the police.
He was Informed that the radlo
broadcsst was responsible for the
man’s alarm.

Emanuel Priola, bartender of a
tavern at 442 Valley Road, West
Orange, closed the place, sending
away six customers, in the middle
of the broadeast to ‘‘rescus’” his
wife and two children,

At first I thought it was a lot
of Buck Rogers stuff, but when a
friend telephoned me that gensral
orders had been issusd to evacuate
every one from the mstropotlitan
area I put the customers out, closed
the place and to drive
home," he sald.

Williarn H. Decker of 30 Aubrey
Road, Montelair, N, J., denounced
the broadcast s & disgrace’” and
‘‘an outrage,’ which ha said had
frightened hundreds of residents in

WASHINGTON MAY ACT

Review of Brosdcast by the
Fedoral Commission Posslble

Epeciy! to Tux HFW Toux Theee,

WASHINGTON, Oct. 80.-In.
formed of the furors created to-
night by the broadcasting of the
Wells drama, '*War of the Worlds,”
officials of the Federal Communics-
tions Commission indicated that the
ecommiassion might revisw the broad-
caat.

The usus] practice of the somnmis-
sion s not to (nvestigate broadcasts
unless formal demands fer sn in-
quiry are mads, but the eommisgion
has the powsr, officisls pointed out,
to initiate pruocoedings whare the
public intsrest ssams to warrant
official sction.
= Tepm—

his community, fncluding ehildren.
He said he knew of cne woman
who ran ioto the strest with her
two children and asked for the halp
of neighbors {n saving them.

*“Wae were gitting in the living
room casually Llistening to the
radio,” bhe said, “when we heard
raports of a meteor falling near
New Brunswick and reports that
gns wes spreading. Than there was
aAn announcement of the Secretary
of Interior from Washington who
spoke of the happening as & major
dizaster. It was the worst thing
I gver heard over the air.”

Columbia Explaina Broadeast

The Columbia Broadcasting Bye-
tems towwed ¢ statsmnent sayingd WEEV
the adaptation of Mr. Wella's novei
which wes broadcast ‘“followed the
origina]l closely, but to make the
fmaginary details more intsresting
to American listsners the adaptar,
Orson Walles, substitutad an Amer-
jean locale for the English scenas
of the story.”

Pointing out that the flclional
character of the brosdeast had been
announcad four times and had been
previously publicised, it continued:

“Nevertheless. the program ap-
parantly was produced with puch
vividness that some listeners whe
may bave heard only fragmaents
thought the broadcast was fact, not
fietion. Hundreds of tslephone
calls reaching CBS stations, city au-
thorities, newspaper offices and po-
lice headquarters in warious cities
tastified to the mistaken belief.

‘“Naturally, B wss neither Co-
tumbisa's por the Mercury Theatre's
intention to mislsad any ons, and
when it became evident that a part
of the audience had been disturbed
by the performance five announce-
ments were read over the network
later fm the evening to remssure
thoas listeners.’’

Expressing profound regrst that
his drumatic efforts should cause
such consternation, Mr, Waelles
asid: *“I don‘t think ws will chooss
anything like again.” Ha
besitated about pvpenting 2, he

bocanse “it was our




